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LHS anatomy class goes to NCSC 

By Jerrod Ward 

 On Friday, December 16, the LHS Anatomy class went 

to North Central State College to examine a cadaver and look at 

the systems of the body in real life and not on a computer pro-

gram.  Jim Hull came in to talk to the anatomy class on Decem-

ber 7 about what they should expect when they arrived. 

“The Cadaver lab is on the third floor of the health science build-

ing so the chemical smells can leave through the roof and so it 

won’t stink up the whole building,” said NCSC professor Jim 

hull. 

 At NCSC the class broke up into two groups of seven. 

One group was in the cadaver room interacting with the cadaver 

while the other group was in another room interacting with or-

gans, probing deceased animals, and playing with an ECG while 

they waited for their turn.  

 “Going into the cadaver and interacting with the cadaver 

is completely optional and you will not be forced to. If you are 

uncomfortable then you don’t have to,” said Hull. 

 The cadaver was an older male in his twilight years, 

which is all the college is allowed to know for safety of his iden-

tity. The college receives a new cadaver every three years be-

cause the body begins to get over-used. The college then sends 

the body back to where they got it. After receiving the new ca-

daver, honor students come in during the summer with some pro-

fessors and dissect him for use over the next few years.  

 “The students will get a lecture about disrespecting the 

body in any way, and even college students get a lecture before 

they start to interact with the body, for a sign of respect for the 

deceased man,” said Hull. 

 

Rocking around the season: Christmas traditions 

By Morgan Graham 

 There are only two days until Christmas, a time 

when the crazy last-minute shoppers come out, and stu-

dents focus in school comes to an end. Each year Christmas 

comes around and students are eager to get out of school, 

and family traditions begin, from picking out a tree, deco-

rating the tree, baking and decorating cookies, or even go-

ing to a church Christmas ceremony. Each family’s tradi-

tions vary. 

 In the Heffelfinger household, on Christmas morn-

ing the family wears onesies to open up presents. At the 

Lane household they decorate the Christmas tree as a fami-

ly, while in the background on the TV plays the movie Elf. 

The night of Christmas Eve they go to a Midnight service 

at their church. After the Christmas service is over, they 

drive over to Nashville and go look at the Christmas lights. 

 The Polen family tips off Christmas Eve going to 

the movie theater and watching the newest movie that 

comes out. After the movie is over, they go home and swap 

gifts that they bought for each other. While swapping gifts, 

oldest child Bailey Polen writes a letter to Santa according 

to what each child agrees on to write to him. On Christmas 

morning the family wakes up and goes to Bailey’s dad’s 

parents, then they go to her mom’s parents and spend the 

rest of the day there. Different families, different traditions.  

 It doesn’t matter where you live, everyone that cel-

ebrates Christmas has their own Christmas tradition they do 

each year with their families. So in the month of December, 

what’s your tradition? 

Being Scientists: Anatomy students Lydia Nall 

and Dillon Portz interact with a pig brain and 

cow eyes 
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By Bailey Polen 

Millions of students, K-college, have struggled with the 

motivational challenge called homework. Procrastination is the 

action of delaying or postponing something. Many high school 

students get caught into this trap when it comes to writing papers, 

completing projects or doing other homework. All over the 

world, 70% of student’s exhibit this behavior. 

 Homework is a method of teaching that middle school/ 

high schools students have a common opinion on.  We hate it. As 

an overall group, it’s a landslide to which side would rule the 

vote. Why the hatred of homework? Because we all have some 

degree of ADD in our minds and have little “squirrel” moments 

which lead us to procrastination.  We have all done it, whether 

we choose to openly admit it or not. 

 Ashlynn Beachler, potential valedictorian, is one of 

many procrastinators in this school. “Most of the time I just tell 

myself that I have plenty of time to do it. I just become so busy as 

the school year progresses,” she said.  

Junior Hannah Lane agrees with Ashlynn. “I don’t really 

think there is a reason for procrastination. It just happens. I plan 

to do the homework or assignments or help around the house. 

When it comes up, I end up doing anything but what I’m sup-

posed to be doing,” she said. 

Getting home, we tend to focus on things other than the 

tedious ones that HAVE TO BE DONE! We check our phones a 

dozen and a half times, blankly stare at the TV, eat food, and 

breathe. It isn’t until around 11:30 and we are in bed staring at 

the celling that we begin to let the thought of homework wander 

in our mind. Do we do it? Or do we take the zero and hope it 

doesn’t make our grade suffer. 

For some students, the rush of relief they get after they 

completed their homework, is worth working “third shift.” 

“Honestly I think I do a 

lot better work when I’m 

under pressure, especial-

ly with writing papers. I 

do think that, with taking 

college courses full time, 

I’ve gotten a lot better 

with time management 

and I find myself not 

procrastinating as 

much,” said Ashlynn. 

 Though some, 

such as Ashlynn, work 

well with the pressure, 

others have a hard time 

with the stress of late 

homework.  

“Procrastinating does 

affect everyone negative-

ly. It affects me in a way 

that I end up doing eve-

rything last minute and 

in a rush. I freak out because I know I only have a short amount 

of time to do it,” said Lane. 

 “I don’t know if it does affect anything positively for 

me. Procrastinating is a big thing that I don’t think of as a posi-

tive thing. The only thing I can think of for me is that studying 

last minute helps me better than studying over a long period of 

time. When I write last minute, my research is a lot better than 

when I have a long period of time to do it,” she said. 

Whether it affects you negatively or positively, we have 

a habit off waiting to do things last minute. Now the question is, 

what will you do about it?  

Above: Hannah Lane works hard on her 

school work 

The Bane Of All Students: Procrastination 

By Mike Serrato 

 Homework has always been up for discussion in school 

systems, and Loudonville is no exception.  

 According to the board policy, “Homework should help 

students learn by providing practice in the mastery of skills, ex-

perience in data gathering, and integration of knowledge, and an 

opportunity to remediate learning problems.”  

 In a perfect world this would work for everyone, but 

there are many who argue that homework does not help at all and 

grading it is unfair. Not every teacher is the same in their own 

homework policy. Some assign homework for a grade, while 

others have assignments optional. “I wouldn’t say it is optional, 

but I don’t always grade it,” said Mr. Snyder.  

 The official homework policy for the school is called 

“Power of the I,” which is a set of ideas and policies in place to 

ensure students are learning the material. “I would say it has a 

couple impacts. One positive impact it has had is that it has al-

lowed or even forced students to do the work which has allowed 

them to understand the material better. On the other hand I think 

it has created a laziness because it gives less incentive to do the 

work on time,” said Snyder. 

 There is quite a bit of discussion on whether or not Pow-

er of the I is effective. “I think that there are enough benefits to it 

that it should be continued, but each teacher should be able to 

adapt it to his or her style,” said Snyder. 

 While there is much controversy on Power of the I, there 

will always be some form of homework policy that a school sys-

tem must abide by.  

Power of I is part of LHS homework policy 
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Editorial:  What is the point of a due date? 

By Shy Farley 

Teachers give students handouts and homework with due 

dates but do not take off late points when the student is irresponsi-

ble. Students who do not turn in homework or classwork on time 

should have points taken off of their grade. Most teachers do not 

take off points for such irresponsible behavior, and this is, in a 

way, rewarding late work and tardiness. Aren’t you suppose to 

punish irresponsibility?  

 When teachers excuse lateness, they are not preparing 

students for college in all of the ways that they should. In college, 

most, if not all, professors take off late points; they see it as irre-

sponsibility. What is the point of giving students due dates if you 

do not enforce it? Teachers who do not take off late points, or 

continuously stretch due dates for students, are telling students 

that procrastination is okay. Procrastination can have a lot of neg-

ative consequences in the adult life, such as work and college. 

 Some people think that due dates and late points do not 

matter. They say that teachers give out due dates for the soul pur-

pose of knowing where a student is in their class and so that they 

have a way to practice on what they already know and need to 

know. Although this is true, students also need to practice and 

exercise their responsibility. If you show up late for work, or turn 

in an assignment late, chances are that your boss will most likely 

not be happy with you and in some cases fire you, especially if 

this has happened more than once or repeatedly.  

 Another argument is that due dates are more for the 

teacher and that they are there to help the teacher become more 

organized with handing out and receiving their assignments as 

well as with grading. Due dates do help the teachers with becom-

ing more organized, but they also are supposed to help the stu-

dents. With some or most jobs, one of the preferred skills is time 

management the opposite of procrastination. Teachers should be 

able to have a sense of accountability towards all of their students, 

not just one or two. I can imaging it being exhausting waiting for 

a student to in their work when it is late, as well as disappointing.  

 A possible solution to students turning their work in late 

would be for teachers to deduct points for such behavior. Some-

thing that can be proposed is by taking away more and more 

points each day. Another proposal would be for schools to make it 

a requirement for late points to be taken off for an assignment 

turned in pass the due dates. The severity of how many points are 

taken off should be based off of how big the assignment is. For 

most students, if a teacher threatens them with a bad grade, the 

quality of their work improves and they turn their work in on time, 

sometimes even early.  

Redbird Survey: Should you lose points on late assignments?  
 The Redbird conducted another survey during study lab in the last couple of weeks about whether points should 

be removed on late assignments.  The results of the survey are below in the bar graph, along with a  few responses from a 

few surveys stating  their opinions of yes or no. 

Yes 

“It isn't fair for someone who turned something 

in the day it was due to get the same grad as 

someone with a late assignment.” 

No 

“Some teachers are real mean about it but others are cool as an 

Ohio winter.” 

“Because  some students are slower than others. And/or have 

questions that need answers!” 
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By Alexis Heffelfinger 

 The Lady Redbirds have a 

record of 5-1, with their one loss 

being to Central Christian. The La-

dy Redbird’s last game was against 

Smithville. At halftime they were 

down by four, and they ended up 

taking the W, winning by 15 points. 

The score of the Loudonville vs. 

Smithville game was 64-49.  

 Three Lady Redbirds: 

Brooke Beans, Nicki Weber, and 

Emily Seboe broke records this 

year. Brooke Beans broke the record of most blocks in 

game with 13 blocks in a game against 

Lucas.  Emily Seboe broke the record 

for the most 3’s in game when she 

scored seven 3’s in a game, setting the 

record. Nicki Weber broke the record of 

most steals in a game with 16 steals 

against Hillsdale.  

 The Redbirds’ next game is on 

Tuesday, December 27 against East 

Knox; this game is a showcase game. A 

showcase game is where teams around 

the area come to play at a high school. 

Showcases are also where people can 

  watch other teams. 

By Arielle Cameron 

 The basketball winter season has started at 

Loudonville High School. The boys team has lost six 

games out of six games played so far.  

The first game of the season was against Hillsdale 

and the Redbirds lost 64 - 54.  On December 6th, they lost 

at Crestview 68-51. On December 9th there was a home 

game against St. Peter’s in which the Redbirds lost again 

92-56. The next game they played was at Mapleton with a 

loss of 82-52.   

On Friday, December 16th, LHS played Mansfield 

Christian and lost 59-49. The latest game was on Tuesday 

at Norway. The Redbirds lost 80-41.  

 “We are struggling right now, but we are getting 

better and we are trying to make improvements every day. 

We still have a lot of season left,” said LHS athletic direc-

tor Kelly Seboe. 

 The basketball team also has several upcoming 

games. Today, they will be playing Danville. On Decem-

ber 27th, there will be a game against Crestline. On De-

cember 30th, the Redbirds will play Lucas, and on January 

3rd they will play Temple Christian. 

LHS boys season starts off rough 

LHS girls’ basketball: Winning and breaking records 
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By Hannah Lane 
 The Loudonville High school swim team brought 

home a second place trophy and four broken records after 

the Mount Vernon Small School Invite on December 17th. 

  The swim team broke 

the two hundred medley relay 

and the two hundred free style 

relay. The medley relay consist-

ed of Mya Switzer, Britney 

Sage, Sarah Carrol, and Hannah 

Lane. While the free style relay 

consisted of Mya, Britney, Sa-

rah, and also Mackenna Hagger-

ty. 

 Britney Sage broke two 

personal records. She broke the 

one-hundred butterfly and the 

two-hundred Individual Medley. 

 “Now that I’ve broken 

these records, I’m going to try and 

break the rest of the school rec-

ords,” said Britney Sage. “At the 

meet on Saturday, I felt so happy when we broke the rec-

ords.” 

 “Beating the records made me excited,” said 

Mackenna Haggerty. “In the future I’m going to try and 

break the two-hundred freestyle relay record again.”  

 The swim team only had five of the seven swim-

mers at the swim meet on Saturday at Kenyon College. 

Each swimmer is only allowed to swim two individual 

events and two relays. With only five swimmers, the team 

took second place out of over 

twenty teams. 

 Five of the girls on the 

swim team have swam together 

during summer league for at least 

six years.  

 “The team has swam hard 

in practices and all their hard work 

has paid off, not only individually 

but as a team,” said Heather Lane, 

the swim team coach.  “Going to 

the invite with only five girls and 

beating many larger teams, says a 

lot about our team this year.” 

 “I admire how motivated 

the team is enough to already break 

some records,” said Kelly Seboe  

the athletic director. “It takes hard 

work and a lot of practice.” 

Swim team brings home trophy and more 

Just keep swimming: Five of the seven swim-

mers , bring home a second place trophy. 

By Bailey Polen 

 Loudonville wrestlers celebrated a victory at home, 

Saturday, December 17th at the varsity wrestling meet.  

 Tomas Sanchez, varsity wrestler, has recently 

joined the team as a Junior. “This is my first year ever 

wrestling. I needed something challenging. Especially dur-

ing the winter. I don’t like sitting around and doing nothing 

when there is something I could be doing,” he said. 

 “It was nice to win this meet, especially since we 

had five champions,” said assistant coach Seth Youngen. 

Seth has been an assistant coach for five years alongside 

the head coach and 8th grade history teacher, Chris Peretti, 

who has been coaching for six years at LHS. 

 Saturday’s tournament welcomed 10 teams to the 

mat. Loudonville, the overall champions, with 210 points, 

Triway with 144 points, Liberty with 140 points, Fairless 

with 110 points, Chippewa with 78 points, Danville with 69 

points, North with 68 points, Kenmore with 47 points, 

Johnstown Monroe with 36 points, and Euclid with 0 

points. 

 The first place champions from Saturday include 

Gavin Davis, Thomas Forbes, Mason Fraley, Brice 

Swindall, and Harley Young.  

 Gavin Davis currently is leading the team with 17 

wins in the overall season. Brice Swindall and Thomas 

Forbes are tied with 12 wins. Harley Young and Nick Stan-

ton are tied with 11. “This is pretty good for it being this 

early into the season,” said Youngen. “It will be interesting 

to see how we do in the next tournament.”  

 The next tournament will be the Gorman Tourna-

ment in Mansfield. “There will be 30-40 teams at this meet 

and they all range from D1-D3 schools. It will definitely be 

a tougher meet. If we continue to wrestle aggressive and 

look to score from every situation, this will be a good year 

for Loudonville,” said Youngen. 

Victory Take Down 
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Life after high school: The journey for seniors 

By Connor Young 

13 years, 2,366 days, 56,784 hours, 3,407,040 

minutes, 204,422,400 seconds is the time spent for a student 

to go through their schooling (K-12). Roughly one-fifth of 

your life is time spent in school, but for what? Somebody 

could go through their entire schooling career and not do 

anything following high school. Not knowing the different 

options a person has after high school can be very danger-

ous. Nobody wants to see someone else throw their life 

away just because they do not know what they want to do 

following their 13 years.  

Being a senior, I know the pressures of trying to 

find out what to do after high school, what college to attend, 

what to major in, where to live, all the big person responsi-

bilities, but we have more options than we know.  

“There are four-year colleges and even beyond that. 

Two-year colleges. Internships and or apprenticeships for 

an electrician or being a lineman for an electric company 

that last a few weeks to a couple of months where the com-

pany hires you following your training. There are adult pro-

grams at the career center that 

can be a couple year programs. 

There is always the option for 

the military, and they train you 

depending on your ASFAB 

scores. Cosmetology schools, 

culinary schools, and vet techs. 

[And] You could always enter 

the work field and feel around 

for what you enjoy doing as 

well,” high school guidance 

secretary Judy Briggs said. 

Loudonville High 

School is unique in a couple of 

ways involving after-school 

job opportunities that start as early as 7th
-8th grade year. 

With programs being offered such as STEM, a part of the 

country-wide movement, PLTW, or Project Lead the Way. 

“[The STEM program] offers an introduction to what engi-

neering is as a career field and [underclassmen] are able to 

take those initial couple courses to learn what engineers do, 

how to draw things using 3D CAD programs to see if they 

want to get into the field. They start to get a little bit of an 

understanding of the math in engineering and what it takes 

to work in that career,” principles of engineering teacher, 

Josh Miller said. 

 The STEM classes are not the only early opportuni-

ties that Loudonville offers however. As early as freshman 

year students can enroll in college-credit plus classes such 

as English Comp I and II, American History I and II, and 

Creative Writing, just to name a few. These classes allow 

for students to earn credits for graduation as well as credit 

hours that could possibly transfer to their college of choice. 

“College-credit plus classes are very beneficial because 

they challenge students to work at an ability level that they 

are not quite used to yet,” NCSC adjunct professor Aimee 

Ross said.  

 The world today is a difficult place to go off on 

your own and start anew, but it does not have to be. If you 

do the proper research be-

fore leaving high school and 

ultimately think about your 

future, it could come quite 

easily. But if it does not 

come fast don’t worry, al-

low for the time needed to 

actually think about what 

you want to do and some-

day in the future you will 

reflect on everything you 

have done and realize that 

what you’re doing has been 

your dream all along.  
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ENTERTAINMENT: Best Albums of 2016 

By Gavin McIntire 
 2016 has been both a great and horrible year for music. 

Let’s count down 2016’s best albums (and ignore the worst). 

10.) American Football – LP2 

 17 years is a long time to wait for a follow up, but in the 

case of emo math rock legends American Football, who released 

their first album in 1999, it was worth the wait.  The clean 

guitar work is intricate and classy, while Mike Kinsella’s vocal 

work is distinctive and dry, with harmonies that add to the music 

in a way that wasn’t present 17 years ago.   

Top tracks: ‘Home Is Where the Haunt Is’, ‘I’ve Been So Lost 

for So Long’, ‘I Need a Drink ( or two or three)’ 

 

9.) Red Hot Chili Peppers – The Getaway 

 Perhaps their best album since the 1990’s, The Getaway 

is thoroughly enjoyable, and surprisingly smooth listening. Bass 

slapping has rarely sounded this pristine, and that is both due to 

RHCP bassist Flea, and producer Danger Mouse, who is proving 

himself as a fantastic hit maker.    

Top Tracks: ‘Dark necessities’, ‘The longest wave’, ‘Detroit’, 

‘Go robot’ 

 

8.) Panic! At the Disco – Death of a Bachelor 

 The most overproduced P!ATD album yet is somehow 

the most natural in terms of how the hooks sink into you and 

refuse to let go. Not only is it catchy, but the vocal work is per-

haps the best in the genre.     

Top Tracks: ‘Hallelujah’, ‘Death of a bachelor’, ‘Golden days’, 

‘LA devotee’ 

 

7.) AURORA – All My Demons Greeting Me as a Friend  
 The first woman on this list, and also the first main-

stream pop album. I’ll just say it, Aurora has one of the most 

beautiful voices I have ever heard, and her songs are just as 

amazing. Combine that with the fact that this is her FIRST al-

bum, alongside her incredible accent, and you get one of my fa-

vorite albums of the year, and one of my new favorite singers. 

Top Tracks: ‘Runaway’, ‘Conqueror’, ‘Murder Song’, ‘I Went 

Too Far’ 

 

6.) Kings of Leon – WALLS 

 If you’ve ever heard a KOL album before, then you’ve 

heard this one, except this one is even better. The mix of an al-

most country flair with some of the best alternative-rock produc-

tion around makes for a unique and memorable listen.  

Top Tracks: ‘Waste a moment’, ‘Over’, ‘WALLS’ 

 

5.) Radiohead – A Moon Shaped Pool 
 I’ll be honest, I expected this album to end up higher on 

my list, but it didn’t. The argument could be made that Radio-

head’s long awaited (and possibly final) album is the best album 

of the year, but while it is fantastic, four albums came out of no-

where and turned this list on its head. AMSP is possibly Radio-

head at their most vulnerable and emotional, and the results are 

stunning. All hail Thom Yorke.    

Top Tracks: ‘Burn The Witch’, ‘Daydreaming’, ‘Glass eyes’, 

‘True love waits’ 

 

4.) Bon Iver- 22, A Million 

 Despite coming in at number four, I think this might be 

one of those albums that will go down as an all-time classic. 

From start to finish, Bon Iver avoided convention and created an 

album that is as brilliant as it is strange.  

Top Tracks: The whole album 

 

3.) David Bowie – Blackstar 

 One of the hardest loses for me to cope with this year 

was the death of one of my personal hero’s, David Bowie. Only a 

matter of days before his death, he left his parting gift, his final 

album. The album is full of allusions to death, as he made it 

knowing it would be his last. It is heartbreaking, but also innova-

tive, interesting, and always changing. So long, Starman. Time 

will change you no longer.     

Top Tracks: ‘Blackstar’, ‘Lazarus’, ‘I can’t give everything 

away’ 

 

2.) Keaton Henson – Kindly Now 

 I am fully convinced that we do not deserve to live on 

the same earth as Keaton Henson. A recluse, I can count his year-

ly live performances on one hand, but if I were to count the 

amount of times his music has made me break down, I would not 

be able to attempt. Kindly Now is largely piano based. His voice 

is warm and soothing; his words poetic and dire. His anxiety is 

so severe that his voice trembles on every word. When Keaton 

feels pain, the listener is in pain. Never have I so enjoyed being 

in pain.  Top Tracks: ‘Alright’, ‘No witnesses’, 

‘Comfortable love’, ‘Old lovers in dressing rooms’ 

 

Before we reach number one, I find it important to list the honor-

able mentions. These are albums that were good, just not good 

enough, or not quite my flavor:  Kanye West – The Life of 

Pablo, Green Day – Revolution Radio, Beyoncé – Lemonade, 

Taking Back Sunday – Tidal Wave, THRICE – To Be Every-

where Is to Be Nowhere, Modern Baseball – Holy Ghost 

 

1.)Weezer – Weezer (The White Album) 

 Most of you won’t understand the emotions I felt when I 

put ‘Weezer’ next to number one and I wasn’t making a ‘worst 

of’ list. Weezer’s fourth self-titled album is one of the best sum-

mer albums I have ever had the pleasure of listening to. The first 

thing you hear when you press play is the sound of waves and 

other sounds belonging to a Californian beach. It only gets better 

from there. Every song is a triumph in power-pop, and will make 

any day sunny. Please give this album a chance, as it won’t dis-

appoint.       

Top Tracks: ‘California kids’, ‘Wind in our sail’, ‘King of the 

world’, ‘Jacked up’, ‘Endless bummer’ 
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Friendly talk with Mild Sauce 

 

By Mike Serrato 

 Hello friends and family who are reading this fami-

ly friendly article, since I have recently been censored by 

the upper echelon for my most recent article that was going 

to be printed because I was being a meanie butt. Sorry, I 

didn’t mean to be offensive to anyone reading this. I forgot 

that this world is so soft that you cannot criticize anything 

or anyone.  

 So, for this article I will make sure that everything 

I say is not offensive at all to anyone. Let’s get started. 

Well I don’t know where to start, so I guess that I will 

begin to talk about how the school food is five stars, and I 

would recommend it to anyone. The school parking passes 

are an excellent idea, 10/10, gosh I’m so proud of this 

school. Everyone in class is just so nice and perfect. Every-

thing is just perfect, all the students care about their future, 

the Mansfield Reformatory field trip went off without a 

hitch, and there is no such thing as drug abuse in the world.  

 ISS? What is that? Never heard of it? Oh wait, isn’t 

that called In School Suspension? Well that’s why I haven’t 

heard of it before, since every single student is just so well 

behaved that we in fact got a little yellow star like they give 

you in kindergarten for being such a good school. Every-

body is just so accepting too, I mean seriously, bullying 

hasn’t been a problem since we were in the stages of evolv-

ing out of cavemen. Gosh dang it’s just so wonderful. Reli-

gion and race wars have been completely abolished be-

cause everyone is viewed as an equal to each other. Just 

today world peace has been declared.  

 So, to top it all off, everything in the world and 

school is just A-Okay. School shootings, drugs, wars, pov-

erty, all of these things have been declared nonexistent. Go 

ahead and live your lives in our little perfect world, because 

there is nothing to be worried about in our little utopia. 

Happy holidays. I meant have a good break since not eve-

ryone celebrates the same holidays. 

Dear Editor, 

 In a recent edition of the Redbird, an article was 

written regarding the state of school spirit at LHS. During 

the 9 years I’ve been a member of the LHS staff, the level 

of school spirit has fluctuated a bit, but from my point of 

view, has never been really high. I think that is a really sad 

thing which makes the high school experience less memo-

rable, and probably less fun.  

 In the article, the quality of some LHS sports teams 

was mentioned as rationale for the lack of school spirit. 

From my experience in high school, I think the teams play 

better when they have a bunch of their peers pulling for 

them and rooting them on. Having school spirit may be 

easier when your teams win every game, but I think your 

teams will play harder if the student section is packed for 

every game. I assure you my high school football team 

knew we were there every game. 

 But what made me write this letter was a passage 

in the article that claimed “High school is only four years 

of our lives. At 18, it has taken up less than a quarter of our 

lives. There is no sense in getting so worked up over the 

energy level at a place we will only spend a small portion 

of our lives at.”  

 What a sad statement. Using that mentality, why 

work hard in college? It is roughly the same time period. 

Why strive for excellence in your careers some day? It is 

only going to be 30 years of your life, which is hopefully a 

third of your life for people who are lucky enough to live 

that long. It’s only a third… no sense in trying, right? Prob-

ably shouldn’t get married either, or even date, most rela-

tionships end in a break up anyways, right? (If you don’t 

know me, there was some heavy sarcasm there.) I often 

joke with my students by saying they “strive for mediocri-

ty”, but with this mentality, mediocre is probably where 

you will end up. 

 High school should be a fun time in your lives 

folks. Many students here seem to want to rush through it 

just to graduate, but that’s when the real work begins… 

whether that is college or a career. Some of my best memo-

ries were made with friends in high school, whether it was 

going to football and basketball games dressed ridiculously 

or being involved in almost any school activity I could be a 

part of. I think that many of our students would have a lot 

more school spirit, and have a lot more fun with their high 

school experience, if they would simply get involved with 

more clubs, sports, and activities at school. Show me a stu-

dent who dislikes school, and I’d bet that they aren’t in-

volved in any school activities. 

 My advice to you is to have fun, enjoy this time of 

your life, and be involved. If the majority of the student 

body did this, there wouldn’t be a lack of school spirit. 

What do you have to lose? After all, it is “only” four years 

of your life… I’d rather see kids squeeze every ounce out 

of those 4 years that they could, rather than just quietly and 

blandly watch it pass them by. 

Sincerely,  

 

Jim Conley 

Biology Teacher 
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